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 Message From The President 
 

 

ñYou saw what I did to Egypt; and I carried you on wings of eagles, and brought you to Me.   

Now if you listen diligently to My voice, and preserve My covenant, you shall be  

My special treasure among all the peoples.ò  (Exodus 19- 4, 5) 

 

Over 300 years ago King Louis XIV of France asked Blaise Pascal, the great French philosopher, to give  

him proof of the supernatural. Pascal answered: ñWhy, the Jews, your Majestyðthe Jews.ò This is an  

astonishing answer. The best proof of the supernatural that Pascal could think of was: ñThe Jews.ò Mark 

Twain, an agnostic and self-acknowledged skeptic, penned this in 1899 in Harperôs Magazine: ñThe  

Egyptian, Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled the planet with sound and splendor, then faded to  

dream-stuff and passed away. The Greek and Roman followed, made a vast noise and they are gone. Other 

peoples have sprung up, and held their torch high for a time, but it burned out and they sit in twilight now 

or have vanished. The Jew saw them all, beat them all, and is now what he always was, exhibiting no  

decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening of his parts, no slowing of his energies, no dulling of his alert 

and aggressive mind. All things are mortal, but the Jew. All other forces pass, but he remains. What is the 

secret of his immortality?ò 

 

During the Babylonian captivity (586ï537 BCE) the Men of the Great Assembly began the process of  

formalizing and standardizing Jewish services and prayers that did not depend on the functioning of the 

Temple in Jerusalem. Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai, one of the leaders at the end of the Second Temple era, 

promulgated the idea of creating individual houses of worship in whatever locale Jews found themselves.  

 

Our synagogue was the first Orthodox congregation to organize in Birmingham in 1891. Our beautiful  

new facility includes a sanctuary, a chapel, a mikvah, an outdoor permanent Sukkah structure, offices, 

classrooms, library, social hall and two kitchens for preparation of meals. Across the street on Crosby Road 

is our new house awaiting a newly selected Rabbi. Please make your best effort to be in attendance to  

experience worship with our rabbinic candidates, and to help in this crucial selection process. We are a 

community congregation and your opinion is very important.  

 

I want to thank you for providing for me the honor and challenge of being the President of Knesseth Israel 

Congregation. My hope for our congregation is we continue to provide a house of worship, learning, and  

a place of gathering for our community, and to contribute to the continuity of the Jewish people. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Kirk Epstein 

NEW OFFICE HOURS NOTICE  

  

Due to our precarious financial situation, a very difficult decision by the Board to lower administrative 

costs was necessary to help balance the operating budget.   A restructuring of the office and administra-

tive responsibilities had been made.   The position of Administrator has been downsized to a part - time 

Office Manager position, and the bookkeeping duties will be outsourced.   Unfortunately, our very compe-

tent Administrator, Susan Biedinger, will be leaving the office as of April 9 th .   Our current Administrative 

Assistant, Gayle Levine, will be filling the position of Office Manager.   New office hours (see page 8) will 

be effective as of April 12th.   We ask for your understanding and patience during this transition.  

 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9:00 ï11:30 a.m. 12:00 ð2:00 p.m.  / Tue., Thu. 1:00 ð6:00 p.m.  

WISHES TO OUR MEMBERS  
    

  

    

 

Speedy recovery and continued good health to Jordan Friedman, son of Brenda and Fred Friedman. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shalom Y'all. 

  

As Sisterhood president, I would like to thank everyone who participated in the Pu-

rim event. Everyone enjoyed Miss Connie's delicious food and the children had a 

blast climbing the climbing wall and jumping in the moon bounce.  

  

I would especially like to thank those who contributed to the Bubbe/Zayde fund to  

offset the expense of this event. 

    Shula and Floyd Berman 

    Sandy Williams 

    Alyse C. Paris 

    Martin and Shirley Aaron  

    Marlene and Sol Shapiro 

    Joe and Kim Stein 

    Nate Salant 

    Herman Blitz 

    Jimmy and Carol Filler  

    Ada and Gabi Elgavish 

    Al and Marian Oberman 

    Audrey and Alvin Rich 

    Arthur and Evelyn Padawer 

  

In addition, I would like to welcome a new sisterhood member. Bertha Luks joined 

Knesseth Israel Sisterhood in honor of her friends Floyd and Shula Berman. Thank 

you, Bertha, for becoming a Sisterhood member. 

  

Please remember to keep the gift shop in mind for your Judaic needs. If there is 

something you need but cannot find in the gift shop, please contact me at 862-6776 or 

email me at backontrackchiropractic@hotmail.com and I will do my best to find it 

for you.  

  

Thank you again for your support and participation in Knesseth Israel Sisterhood 

functions. 

  

Beth Scherer/Smokey 

mailto:backontrackchiropractic@hotmail.com


 

Hamburgers  

Knesseth Israel Presents 

 

Sunday, May 2, 2010  
Noon  

Veggie Burgers  

Hot Dogs  
Marshmallows  

Good Times! 

 
Babysitting Provided  

 
Knesseth Israel Congregation 

3100 Overton Road 

Birmingham, AL 35223 

 

 

 

Sponsored in part by the Ted and Marie L. Cohen Memorial Education Fund at the  

Birmingham Jewish Foundation, in memory of Ted Cohen, father of Alyse Paris, on his yahrtzeit. 

Donations Appreciated  

 

For more information: 

205-969-5913 

office@kicongregation.org 


