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Message Fromd Rresident

Rabbi Shmidman’s visit from Decembé¥ o the %' truly revitalized Knesseth Israel. His presentanged the
ambiance of the synagogue to what it had been drat w could be once again. Our congregation isequ
diverse in membership and levels of religiosity. hiw we have our differences and disagreements, g
similarities and common goals far outweigh any apptdifferences. We must respect each otherisiapé and
operate in a harmonious fashion to achieve ourctilsgs.

First and foremost, we must recruit a rabbi. Téeuitment process is necessarily slow and tediduse work
of the search committee, chaired by Gabi Elgavisis, gotten a good start and is summarized elsevilnéhe
Bulletin. Progress is also being made elsewh&eecial Board meetings were held on Novembé&taii 2%
to electinterim officers until the annual election by the congtemain March takes place. Those elected wer
Al Oberman (President), Kirk Epstein (First ViceeBident), Beth Scherer Smokey (Treasurer), andeAReris
(Secretary). In addition, Steve Pittler has agteexkrve on the Executive Committee and JimmyeFiiks filled
the trustee vacancy. With the help of our Trusteesre attempting to come up with realistic plenseduce our
indebtedness and balance our budget. Kirk Epsi@snstarted to reconstitute some key committeédftth the
requirements of an active synagogue. To furtheress$ the desires of the congregation, plans aterway to
conduct a survey to allow the congregation to esptheir likes, dislikes and unmet needs. In teamtime we
would welcome your comments which should be addbss Susan Biedinger in the administrative offi¢ear
these endeavors to be meaningful, we need evely@o®peration and active participation. Only tlean we
realize the true potential of our synagogue.

Al Oberman

First Progress Report of the Knesseth Israel Rabbigal Search Committee
Tevet 5770/ December 2009

Interim President Al Oberman asked me to chaiRhbbinical Search Committee. The following aredappointed
members of the Committee, chosen to represent ithersiy of the Shul: Marty Aaron, Kirk Epstein, Ma
Garfinkel, Leslie Kahn, Lynne Levinson, Steve Rittland Leslie Rapkin. Al Oberman is an ex officiember. On
behalf of the Committee | am reporting here on progress to date, and additional reports will bet $e you
periodically. Since its forming in mid-Novemberjstcommittee has met four times. At our first megta near
unanimous decision was made to approach Rav EldadrZour High Holidays guest rabbi, to invite himbe our
rabbi for one year. Having made contact with hinneicame quickly evident that we did not have sidfit funds at
our disposal to retain his services. Thus the $ebas continued. At the second meeting the Comenittsted our
former rabbi, Rav Avraham Shmidman. He shared witthis wisdom and experience regarding the best way
conduct our search. We have discussed proceduresriducting the search as expeditiously as passiik have
made contact with the Rabbinical Placement Oftitehe Rabbi I. Elhanan Theological Seminary of Mea
University, and now we are in the process of pgttimgether our recruitment package they need tmdecKl in
their next placement announcement. To this endamgeplanning to send out a survey to the membesgling
your advice and opinions concerning the skills traids you feel are most important for KI's new panent rabbi
to have. Whether you will respond to the surveydgular mail or email, your thoughtful and heattfa@ices are
essential to building the consensus necessaryufdittte Shul to go forth as “Knesseth Israel,place of gathering.

Best regards to all,
Gabi Elgavish
Chair, Rabbinical Search Committee

ur

WISHES TO OUR MEMBERS
Mazal tov to Alyse Paris on the birth of a grandgtaer, Emily “Emmy” Emunah (Bryna Devorah) Paris
Mazal tov to Alvin Rich on his 80th birthday
Mazal tov to Marlene and Sol Shapiro on their Sthiversary
Continued good health to Eric Asman
Speedy recovery and continued good health to Beiaaner
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Shalom Y’all!

Chanukah is a time when the Jewish people had tk asa team in order to defeat the Syrian GreeK
who were attempting to destroy them. | feel th&latve as members and friends also need to work g
a team in order to help Knesseth Israel remainableientity in the Birmingham Jewish community.
Your participation in events such as the ChanulkabHheon is one way to assist in this endeavor.

On behalf of Knesseth Israel Sisterhood, | wouke lio thank those of you who participated in the
Chanukah luncheon. We hope you enjoyed the debcfoad, the great selection of gift shop itemg
available for purchase, and the wonderful childsecrafts. The money raised in this event goes t
furthering educational efforts for the shul.

In particular, | would like to thank the many votaars who so graciously gave their time to help i
this luncheon. | apologize in advance if | inadeatty forgot someone.

Tricia Elgavish — thank you for helping to decerttie facility and for collecting the money.
Sarah Ellen Levine — thank you for organizing ¢beking and cleanup.

Shlomit Attias, Naomi Cohen, and Claire Goldberhank you for organizing the children’s
crafts.

Shula Berman, Floyd Berman, Shlomit Attias, Magl&hapiro and Jorge Retchkiman — thank
you for helping to set up and run the sale ofgifteshop items.

Mark Garfinkel, Rafael Shilkrot, Marlene Shapidgaomi Cohen, Marian Oberman and Sandy
Williams — thank you for helping in the kitchen.

Kirk Epstein, Dana Smokey and Steve Pittler — khayu for helping put up the sign.
Leslie Kahn and Marie Pittler —thank you for halpto clean up after the event.
Shirley Aaron and Barbara Atlas — thank you fdpimg to collect money and serving food.

Danielle Pittler and Orna Weinstein— thank youHelping set up and your volunteer work
during the program.

Steve Pittler — thank you for helping with the doo
| look forward to seeing you at the Sisterhood RuUgxtravaganza in February!!

Beth Scherer/Smokey
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Knesseth Israel Congregation e
Sisterhood Purim Extravaganza!

Saturday, February 27, 2010

Megillah Reading at 6:30 p.m.
Dinner and activities for the whole family begins &7:00 p.m.
$10 Adults/ $5 Child/ $25 Family

Sunday, February 28, 2010
Megillah Reading at 11:00 a.m.
Lunch and Activities 11:30 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.
Great food and great activities for the whole famy!
$10 Adults/ $5 Child/ $25 Family

(Watch for more details!)

Knesseth Israel Congregation
3100 Overton Road
Birmingham, Al 35223
969-5913
office@kicongregation.org
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Kl recently had a brand new memorial board insthitethe chapel. This provides a wonderful oppaitiuto me-
morialize your departed family member(s) in perpigthy dedicating this memorial board and also henvidual
plaques, which will be lit on their yahrtzeits.

Anyone who may be interested in taking advantagdefopportunity to perform this mitzvah, pleas# te shul
and arrange to visit our chapel to see the membaald if you wish to do so, and to speak to soraedrout this

"t H#H#S

Bulletin deadline!
Deadline for information to be placed in thg
March/ early April 2010 bulletin
Phone: 205-969-5913 Fax: 205-9f9 _ isFebruary 15 .
5912 Information or_dona_tlons rec_elved after this
date will be included in the
Office@kicongregation.org Late April/ May 2010 bulletin.
Admin@kicongregation.org

CONTACT US
3100 Overton Road Birmingham, A
35223

Hallowed Grounda history of the 120-year old Knesseth Israel/ BdtEemetery by Barbara G. Bonfield is now avaiabl
Please contact Barbara Bonfield at 205-879-581sbonfield@bellsouth.net.




DONATIONS

(Donations received November 17—December 30, 2009)

GENERAL FUND

IN MEMORY OF
Jean Blitz, wife of Herman Blitz
Mark D. Garfinkel and Shirley Hicks
Susan and Butch Frumin
Sara Brodskaya mother, on her yahrtzeit
Diana Shilkrot
Arno Kahn, father of Leslie Kahn
Mark D. Garfinkel and Shirley Hicks
Morris Epsman, father-in-law, on his yahrtzeit
Melba Epsman
Daisy Gattengg aunt, on her yahrtzeit
Mark D. Garfinkel
Arno Kahn, father of Leslie Kahn
Mark D. Garfinkel and Shirley Hicks
Myron Levine, on his yahrtzeit
Marissa Apolinsky
Jerry Jones
Bessie Niren wife of Norman Niren
Joy Studin, wife of Rob Studin
Marlene and Sol Shapiro
Sadie Edelberg on her yahrtzeit
Saul Edelberg on his yahrtzeit
Isidore Scharf, on his yahrtzeit
Susie and Bernie Strauss and family

MaAzaL Tov To/ IN HONOR OF
Caleb Zev Epstein for his Upsherin
Mark D. Garfinkel and Shirley Hicks
Danny Siegel and Jeanene Skillen
David Sebbag for assistance with Caleb Zev’'s Upsherin
Ami and Kirk Epstein
Steve Pittler, for assistance with Caleb’s 1st haircut
David Sebbag for assistance with Caleb’s 1st haircut
Marian and Ron Epstein
Leslie Kahn and Martin Stein and family
Lee Caplan
Arlene and Murray Fisher, on their 27th anniversary
Ron Leaf
Leah and Ron Leaf on their 50th anniversary
Joel Rotenstreich
Bunny and Joel Rotenstreich on the birth of twin grand-
children
Marlene and Sol Shapiro
Marlene and Sol Shapirg on their 50th anniversary
Susan and Karl Biedinger
Ellen Dorsky
Rabbi Avraham Shmidman, for the work he did for our
community during his recent visit
Mark D. Garfinkel
Rabbi Avraham Shmidman, for his recent trip to
Birmingham
Barbara and Howard Finkelstein
Cynthia and Raymond Tobias in appreciation
Sandy Williams

SPEEDY RECOVERY/ CONTINUED GOOD HEALTH TO
Eli Estreicher
Caleb Zev Epstein
Brian Grodner
Mark D. Garfinkel and Shirley Hicks
Norman Niren
Marlene and Sol Shapiro
David Scherer
Renee Well

Aliyah donation received from
Eli Maman

Donations received from
Edward Goldberg
Carol and Bob Gross
Miranda and Andre Jenkins

GROWTH INITIATIVE
YOUTH EDUCATION FUND

MAzAL Tov To/ IN HONOR OF
Shlomit Attias, in appreciation
Sandy Williams

Donations received from
Carol and Jimmy Filler

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Donations received from
Marjorie and Jeffrey Banks
Sarah and Bruce Heinisch

Machzorim Donations

IN HONOR OF
Alvin Rich, on his 80th birthday
Julie and Charles Stein and family
Natalie and Eric Asman and family
Alison and Jon Lewis and family
Craig Rich and family

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

Knesseth Israel Congregation
gratefully acknowledges
a gift from
The Estate of Jean Blitz







This bulletin is generously sponsored by:

JOHNS-RIDOUT'S

FUNERAL PARLORS
(205) 251-5254

FAX (205) 254-3111

2116 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35233




ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

RHERZEINS

LATE JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 2010

15
15
16
17
18
19
20
20
21

22
22
23
23
24
25
26

26
27
27
27
28
28
29

30

JANUARY 2010

Lena Kimerling
Gertrude Kussner
Julius Schnaper
Shimon Konetz
Max Roseman
Steven Matt Slater
Ida Cohen

Ben Davis

Mary E. Denaburg
Bruce Elliot Jacobs
Ben Cales

Jacob Shiland
Bessie Miller
Bessie Rabinowitz
Rebecca Berman
Miriam B. Newman
Annie W. Berman
David Berman
Pearle S. Shiland
Noah Accortt
Manuel Levine
Bernard Lewis
Paula Lubel
William Rich
Reuben Lubel
David Epstein
Phillip Jaffe
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FEBRUARY 2010

Esther P. Goldforb
Freda R. Kadish
Adele Jay Lehman
Bernice Kallman
Isadore Kleg

Nettie Kramer
Helene Tobias
Zina Amitina

Jack Crayne

Jake Reznik
Boruch Rosenblum
Edward Abraham Davis
Lillian Edelberg
Malvin Roseman
Herbert Fine

Bella Friedman
Annie J. Lubel
Bella Rosen
Jeanette Shapiro
Isaac Roitman

Idel Miller

Dora Nesselroth
Rose Helen Lefkowitz
Benjamin Shay
Simon Denaburg
Israel Kussner
Max Mehlberg
Ethel Rosen

16
16
17
17
17
19
20
20
21
21
21
22
22
23
23
24
24
25
25
26
26
26
26
26
27
27
28
28
28

Belle Roseman
Sadie Starr
Sharon Fingerote
Max Greenberg
Minette Moskowitz
Sam Kanter
Chaim Schoenfeld
Eugene Sway
Mary Baker

Libbie Blitz

Sam Gordon
Helen Oberman
Abraham Shiland
Tsvi Levinson
Rashe Meklar-Gelman
Dov Gold

Arthur Held
Rachel Jaffe

Mark Melman
Wolf Rich

Bluma Shay

Eli Sonkin

Audrey P. Stein
Isadore Stein
Milton Rabinowitz
Ben Rosen
Hyman Goldstein
Alan Levine

Edna Schnaper




