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                                    Message From The President 
 

The past several months have been especially difficult ones for the congregation.  Currently, we are without a rabbi; our  
financial situation remains perilous; and there is some disunion among the congregation with a feeling of discontent.  Yet, 
out of these adversities come opportunities to bring about meaningful change. 
 
We have a wonderful facility and rabbi’s house.  We have been able to maintain a kosher kitchen.  The search for the new 
rabbi is now underway.  With Steve Pittler’s help and his supervision of visiting scholars we have been able to maintain our 
daily services on a regular basis.  The programs for the recent High Holiday period with Rabbi Eldad Zamir and Chazzan 
Richard Shavei Tzion were a huge success due especially to the efforts of the Education Committee and the many volunteers.  
Under the guidance of our Education Director, Shlomit Attias, the committee continues to develop new educational          
activities.  The committee has also sponsored a shlicha to assist in these activities.  Our special events continued in           
November with a Moroccan dinner and Shabbat with Eli Maman from Atlanta.  From time to time we will bring in special 
resident rabbinic scholars for Shabbat.  Our former Rabbi, Rabbi Shmidman, has agreed to come for the Shabbat of          
December 5.  On that Friday night we will have our monthly “Friday Nite Live” dinner.  Rabbi Shmidman’s presence will 
make it really special. 
 
Because of continuing national attacks on Jewish institutions, Kirk Epstein has agreed to develop a security and emergency 
plan for Knesseth Israel.  Other new plans include reopening the gift shop soon.   Finally, Mark Garfinkel and Beth Scherer- 
Smokey deserve our heartfelt thanks for their unselfish support and tireless efforts on many fronts in behalf of Knesseth   
Israel. 
 
All of these things are indicative of what we can do if we work together toward a common goal.  We have a diversity of   
talented members who can take an active role by volunteering for our committees. The committees can then make the      
decisions necessary to meet the religious, educational and social needs of the congregation.  Our ultimate goal remains the 
creation of both a vibrant synagogue and an outreach resource for the entire Jewish community. 
 

                                                                                                                           -Al Oberman 
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All you can eat Chanukah Feast! 

Blintzes, latkes and more! 

 
Cost: $10.00—Adults 13 and older 

 $5.00—Children 4 –12  
 

Arts & Crafts for children 



CONTACT US 
3100 Overton Road             Birmingham, AL  35223 
Phone: 205-969-5913                    Fax: 205-969-5912 

 

Office@kicongregation.org 
Admin@kicongregation.org 

Education@kicongregation.org 
www.knessethisraelcongregation.org  

 Bulletin deadline! 
Deadline for information to be placed in the  

late January/ February 2010 bulletin  
is December 30.  Information or donations received 

after this date will be included in the  
March/ early April 2010 bulletin. 
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WISHES TO OUR MEMBERS 
    

Mazal tov to Carolina Clark and Brad Goodman on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Ben  
Mazal tov to Audrey and Alvin Rich on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Jordan  
Continued good health to Alvin Atlas 
Continued good health to Brian Grodner 
Condolences to Herman Blitz on the passing of his wife, Jean 
Condolences to Leslie Kahn on the passing of her father, Arno Kahn 
Condolences to Ben Rosenbaum on the passing of his grandmother, Leonore Wolk Berman 



  



 

 



DONATIONS  
(Donations received October 1—November 16, 2009) 

 

GENERAL FUND  
 

IN MEMORY  OF 
   Dorothy Axel, grandmother of Leslie Rapkin 
   Sandy Williams  
   Arnold Besser 
   Lisa and Larry Levey 
   Jean Blitz, wife of Herman Blitz 
   Shirley and Martin Aaron  
   Rabbi Marc and Debbi Berkson 
   Elizabeth and Ben Chastain 
   Buddy Cohen 
   Dorothy Dubowsky 
   Roz and Vic Feigelson 
   Muriel and Burton Gershon 
   Ken Lubel 
   Marlene and Sol Shapiro  
   Mrs. Donald Slappey 
   Lynette and Alvin Slaughter 
   Judy Smith 
   Joyce and Harold Trigg 
   Beth and Lawrence Warner 
   Philip Wilens 
 Lige Epsman, husband, on his yahrtzeit 
   Melba Epsman 
   Michael Klein, on his yahrtzeit 
   Suzanne and Richard Bernheim   
   Morton Rosenthal 
   Reva and Howard Abramson 
   Marcia and Harry Kuniansky 
   Sybil and Larry Michalove 
   Esther Libowsky 
   Duby Shapiro, on her yahrtzeit 
   Marlene and Sol Shapiro  
   Irving Stein, father of Martin Stein 
   Shirley, Martin and David Aaron 
   Faye and Norris Friedman 
   Mark D. Garfinkel and Shirley Hicks 
   Ken Lubel 
   Marlene and Sol Shapiro  
   Sandy Williams 
 Arno Kahn , father of Leslie Kahn 
   Shirley and Martin Aaron  
   Faye and Norris Friedman 
   Marlene and Sol Shapiro  
   Sandy Williams 
    Pearl Kaitcer Stein, mother 
    Hyman Stein, father 
   Cindy and Bill Sacharin 
      

M AZAL  TOV TO/ IN HONOR OF 
    Hannah and Colin Helman 
  Marlene and Sol Shapiro  
    Rabbi Eldad Zamir and family  
    Richard Shavei Tzion and family 
    Cynthia and Raymond Tobias 
    KI Employees and Volunteers 
   Mark D. Garfinkel and Shirley Hicks 
 Gilbert Weinstein and family 
   Lee Caplan 
            
    Donations received from  
  Miranda and Andre Jenkins 
  Carole and Lawrence Katz 
  Ken Lubel 
  Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Siegel 

 
SPEEDY RECOVERY / CONTINUED  GOOD HEALTH  TO 

    Alvin Atlas 
  Brian Grodner 
    Eleanor Grossman   
  Dede Lurie 
    Bernice Perlman 
    Joel Rotenstreich 
    Jean Sklar 
    Ilene Wilensky 
   Marlene and Sol Shapiro  
    Eli Estreicher 
   Mark D. Garfinkel and Shirley Hicks 
   Marilyn and Lenny Leonard 
   
    High Holiday donations received from 
  Barry Tobias 
    

  BERMAN YOUTH EDUCATION FUND  
 

IN MEMORY  OF 
    Dorothy Axel, grandmother of Leslie Rapkin 
    Jean Blitz, wife of Herman Blitz 
  Bernard Ginsberg, stepfather of Sandra Jaffe 
  Arno Kahn , father of Leslie Kahn 
    Fred Nichols 
    Irving Stein, father of Martin Stein 
     Shula and Floyd Berman 

 
M AZAL  TOV TO/ IN HONOR OF 

    Keith Fleisher 
  Shula Berman 
  

SPEEDY RECOVERY / CONTINUED  GOOD HEALTH  TO 
    Brian Grodner 
    Lil Lapidus 
    Rabbi Yossi Posner 
    Joel Rotenstreich 
    Beth Smokey’s father 
    Cynthia Tobias 
  Shula and Floyd Berman 
 

               ARTHUR S. KRAMER FUND  
 

                             IN MEMORY  OF 
    Irving Stein, father of Martin Stein 
  Larry Newman 
 

   RABBI’S  DISCRETIONARY FUND  
   
   Donations received from  

  Sarah and Bruce Heinisch 
  EV and RJ Wolfe 

 
Moroccan Shabbaton 

 Shlomit Attias and Gilbert Weinstein 
Shula and Floyd Berman 

Arthur Kramer 
Michelle and David Sebbag 

Shlicha 
Back on Track (Beth Scherer) 

Eye Do (Ami Epstein) 
K.I. Sisterhood 

Marian and Al Oberman 
Steve Pittler 



Friday, December 4 
Candle lighting, no later than   4:21 p.m. 
Mincha 4:30 p.m. 
Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv 
 
Shabbat, December 5 — Parashat Vayishlach 
Beginners’ Chumash class    8:30 a.m. 
Morning services     9:00 a.m. 
Torah reading    approx. 10:00 a.m 
Kiddush immediately following services 
Mincha      4:14 p.m. 
Maariv and Havdalah    5:34 p.m. 
 
Friday, December 11 — Erev Chanukah 
Light Chanukah candles prior to onset of Shabbat 
Candle lighting, no later than   4:22 p.m. 
Mincha      4:30 p.m. 
Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv 
 
Shabbat, December 12 — Parashat Vayeishev 
Mevorchim HaChodesh 
Beginners’ Chumash Class 8:30 a.m. 
Morning services 9:00 a.m. 
Torah reading                 approx. 10:00 a.m. 
Kiddush lunch immediately following services                                                     
Mincha      4:15 p.m. 
Maariv and Havdalah    5:35 p.m. 
Light Chanukah candles after end of Shabbat 
 
Thursday, December 17  — Rosh Chodesh Tevet, 1st day 
 
Friday, December 18  — Rosh Chodesh Tevet, 2nd day 
Light Chanukah candles prior to onset of Shabbat 
Candle lighting, no later than   4:24 p.m. 
Mincha      4:30 p.m. 
Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv 
 
Shabbat, December 19 — Parashat Mikeitz 
Beginners’ Chumash Class   8:30 a.m. 
Morning services     9:00 a.m. 
Torah reading    approx. 10:00 a.m 
Kiddush immediately following services 
Mincha      4:16 p.m. 
Maariv and Havdalah    5:36 p.m. 
 
Friday, December 25 
Candle lighting, no later than   4:27 p.m. 
Mincha      4:30 p.m. 
Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv 
 
Shabbat, December 26 — Parashat Vayigash 
Beginners’ Chumash Class   8:30 a.m. 
Morning services     9:00 a.m. 
Torah reading    approx. 10:00 a.m 
Kiddush immediately following services 
Mincha      4:20 p.m. 
Maariv and Havdalah    5:40 p.m. 

Sunday, December 27 — Fast of 10th of Tevet 
 
Friday, January 1 
Candle lighting, no later than   4:32 p.m. 
Mincha 4:45 p.m. 
Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv 
 
Shabbat, January 2 — Parashat Vayechi 
Beginners’ Chumash class    8:30 a.m. 
Morning services     9:00 a.m. 
Torah reading    approx. 10:00 a.m 
Kiddush immediately following services 
Mincha      4:25 p.m. 
Maariv and Havdalah    5:45 p.m. 
 
Friday, January 8 
Candle lighting, no later than   4:38 p.m. 
Mincha 4:45 p.m. 
Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv 
 
Shabbat, January 9 — Parashat Shemot 
Mevorchim HaChodesh 
Beginners’ Chumash class    8:30 a.m. 
Morning services     9:00 a.m. 
Torah reading    approx. 10:00 a.m 
Kiddush immediately following services 
Mincha      4:30 p.m. 
Maariv and Havdalah    5:50 p.m. 
 
Friday, January 15 
Candle lighting, no later than   4:44 p.m. 
Mincha 5:00 p.m. 
Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv 
 
Shabbat, January 16 — Parashat Va’eira 
Rosh Chodesh Shevat 
Beginners’ Chumash class    8:30 a.m. 
Morning services     9:00 a.m. 
Torah reading    approx. 10:00 a.m 
Kiddush immediately following services 
Mincha      4:37 p.m. 
Maariv and Havdalah    5:57 p.m. 
 
Chanukah Blessings 
 
(1) Baruch atah Hashem, Elokeinu, melech ha'olam asher kidishanu 

b'mitz'votav v'tzivanu l'had'lik neir shel Chanukah. Blessed are you, Lord, 
our G-d, sovereign of the universe, who has sanctified us with His com-
mandments and commanded us to light the lights of Chanukah.                                                            

 
(2) Baruch atah Hashem, Elokeinu, melekh ha'olam she'asah nisim 

la'avoteinu bayamim haheim bazman hazeh. Blessed are you, Lord, our  
G-d, sovereign of the universe, who performed miracles for our ancestors 
in those days at this time. 

 
(3) Baruch atah Hashem, Elokeinu, melech ha'olam shehecheyanu v'kiyimanu 

v'higi'anu laz'man hazeh. (first night only). Blessed are you, Lord, our     
G-d, sovereign of the universe, who has kept us alive, sustained us, and 
enabled us to reach this season.  

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
DECEMBER  2009 / JANUARY  2010      KISLEV  / TEVET  5770 

 

  Sundays at 8:00 a.m., Mondays through Fridays at 6:30 a.m. 
Evenings: call for minyan times 



 

  
 
  

DECEMBER  2009/ EARLY  JANUARY  2010 

DECEMBER 2009 
 

1 Bill Peetluk 
1 Jack Rosen 
2 Sadie Edelberg 
2 Solomon L. Siegel 
3 Lovey Sokol 
4 Rae Kimerling 
6 Riva Grutman 
7 Hyman Back 
7 Cecil Moskowitz 
7 Isidore Scharf 
8 Frank Berman 
8 Jake Goldstein 
9 Robert Berman 
9 Fanny Cooper 
11 Betty Lupescu 
12 Perry S. Jaffe 
12 Herman Korobow 
12 Lipa Reznichenko 
12 Sara Reznichenko 
 
 

 
13 Hava Kohn 
14 Moshe Lischkoff 
15 Alton Leon Dreayer 
15 Lillian Melman 
16 Abe Blitz 
16 Sarah Greenberg 
17 Morris Snyder 
18 Chic Lupescu 
18 Vladimir Sheinfeld 
19 Norman Harris 
20 Isaac Shapiro 
21 Molly Lewis 
22 Ralph Tucker 
23 Rita Schulman 
24 Samuel Goldberg 
25 Esther Kimerling Meer 
26 Morris Epsman 
27 Asia S. Roitman 
28 Myron Albert Levine 
29 Gertrude Cohen Baer 
30 Gloria Sherow 
 

JANUARY 2010 
 

1 Betty Rose Levy 
2 Tillie Lischkoff 
2 Fanny Plastock 
3 Sara Brodskaya 
3 Sophie Dickson 
4 Chaim Schniper 
5 Ethel Mutchnick 
6 Al Jacobs 
7 Arthur Edelberg 
7 Arthur Goldstein 
9 Joseph Meyer Brown 
10 Max Friedman 
13 Jon Darrel Cohen 
13 Daisy Gattengo 
14 Lena Davis 
14 Rose Meer 
15 Lena Kimerling 
15 Gertrude Kussner 
16 Julius Schnaper 
17 Shimon Konetz 
18 Max Roseman 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


